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on the extreme Left, almost among the Syndicalist-
anarchist group, he has become the rampart of the most
conservative Right. If he has always maintained personal
points of support in the varied political sectors of the Left,
his firmest backing is the half-Fascist Croix de Feu element,
later transformed into the Parti Social Fran^ais and led
by Colonel de la Rocque.
We have shown how he sought to cover his return to
public affairs with the military prestige of Marshal Petain,
just as he had earlier succeeded, after a first eclipse, in
finding his way into the team of Pere Doumergue who
had been called upon, on his advice, to save the Republic
following the minor riot of February 6th, 1934. Shortly
before the present war he had planned a great scheme,
namely to secure the election of M. Fernand Bouisson, a
man of his circle, to the Presidency of the Republic on the
expiration of M. Albert Lebrun's seven years of office.
It failed, as we know, owing to the re-election of M. Albert
Lebrun on the initiative of M. Daladier.
" I had chosen a bad candidate! " Pierre Laval said
one day in a bantering tone. But the truth is that he
had not yet regained enough political strength to succeed,
whether with the candidate he had selected or another.
He certainly harboured a grudge against both M. Daladier
and M. Albert Lebrun on this account.
Passing from internal to external politics, Laval's most
celebrated activities were concerned with the Franco-
Italian agreement of January, 1935, the Stresa agreements
of April, 1935, with sanctions in the Abyssinian affair and
with the still-born Hoare-Laval pact which, by the way,
I have been reliably informed, Signor Grandi, the Italian
Ambassador in London, had received instructions to sign
before a tidal wave swept it away. All these matters were
still fresh in the public mind and caused Laval to be
looked on in England as an enemy. I am not sure that
he was one to the extent that London believed. On that>
as on many other occasions, he put me in mind of those